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CESIE & MiCREATE
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Higher Education and 
Research Unit
Established in 2012. 
Holds the primary responsibility for fostering higher education and applied 
research in Europe and Partner Countries, contributing to creating and 
developing an innovative and knowledgeable society. 

Has a role of a mediator between R&I actors and the wider public, 
establishing a closer link between them to understand and share the 
needs, values, and foster knowledge exchange. 



Main interventions







www.artandact.org

Deadline: 30 June 2022



2. Legislative 
and policy 
framework 
concerning 
unaccompanied 
minors in Italy



Zampa Law, 2017 

Identification
First step in assessment of the age  
that leads to protection measures

Recognition
Recognises minors as vulnerable 
subjects with rights

Definition
First definition of unaccompanied 
minors

Within broader community and 
carers on the rights of UAMs

Awareness raising



14,025 UAMs in Italy 
(30 April 2022)

4,758 UAMs in Sicily (June 2019)



Good practices 
in the field of 
reception and 
integration
fostered processes of integration 
of unaccompanied minors, the 
social cohesion, the protection of 
their rights, the path towards 
independence.
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Some examples

Sporting activities for 
foreign minors, by 
ANCI and CONI

Ciclofficina project, by 
Municipality of Udine 
and Association “Nuovi 
Cittadini Onlus”

Homocultural foster 
care, supported by 
Zampa Law

Guidelines for the 
right to education, by 
Ministry of Education 
and Ombudsmen for 
children and 
adolescents

Protocol of Palermo, 
led by Municipality of 
Palermo

Voluntary guardians, 
established by Zampa 
Law



“Ragazzi Harraga”

setting up 
temporary and 
affordable 
housing solutions 

HousingSocial Professional

development of 
an active policy 
for labour market 
integration

creation of a 
platform with 
social folders for 
each minor 
featuring all the 
information 



MiCREATE research in 
reception facilities in 
Sicily and main findings
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MiCREATE research

• September 2020 – April 2021

• 4 reception centres in the South, West and central Sicily
• Research team: researcher and intercultural mediator

• Covid-19 containment measures

• MiCREATE methodology, focus on the best interest of 
the child and child-centered approach

• 12 online interviews with social workers 
working in the reception centres and 33 
interviews migrant children



to collect 
information and 

testimonies about 
the specific life 

experiences faced 
by migrant children 
in transition in Sicily



Main findings I

similar to parent-child and high expectations 
towards community manager

Atypical relationship with 
professionals

that prevent children from obtaining 
residence permit

Bureaucratic obstacles

that are responsible to guarantee 
the well-being of UAMs

Lack of awareness about 
institutions

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G-19MYowrE1Uc78ZbhNVbz257jRn-bu17Oq_ZgUQwsU/copy


Main findings II

Lack of regular job 
opportunities
leading to illegal work

Changes with the age 
of majority
when every support measure 
ceases

The right to education
is not granted hindering possibility
to attend training courses or 
traineeships

not taking into the consideration
the right to be heard or other
participatory rights

Attention to basic 
needs only



Final considerations

MORE RESEARCH NEEDED
to provide the recommendations for the 
application of child-centered approach in the 
reception system

THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD
not much taken into the account

INTERCULTURAL MEDIATORS
are essential for reacher activitiesto create 
comfortanble and trustful environment



Thank you! Any questions?

Contact me at:
ruta.grigaliunaite@cesie.org

mailto:ruta.grigaliunaite@cesie.org

